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various methods used for its analysis which includes a mention of their advantages and disadvantages. The selected assay procedure is then described in detail, together with comments on the validation of the method including sources of error and specificity. Finally, there are 5-20 references which normally include a few published in the 1980s. For some compounds, e.g., galactose I-phosphate and-glucose, two or three methods are presented, each written by workers experienced in the particular method.
Methods of analysis are given for about 100 compounds but only about 40 of these are claimed to be relevant to clinical biochemistry. Several of these are compounds which are assayed in cases of suspected inborn errors of metabolism, e.g., glycogen, chondroitin and its sulphates, sialic acids, maltose, lactose, fructose, fucose, galactose, 5-phospho-D-ribose-ldiphosphate, dihydroyxacetone and hydroxypruvate. Others may have applications as anti-tumour or antiviral agents, e.g., amygdalin, 2-deoxyglucose, and 2-fluoroglucose. The enzymatic measurement of several common metabolites such as sorbitol, ascorbate (oxidised and reduced), glycerol, D-glycerate, Dglycerate 2,3-bishosphate, pyruvate, lactate, ethanol, acetaldehyde, acetate, oxalate and formate are also included.
These lists of compounds indicate that this volume is not essential for routine analyses, which are adequately covered elsewhere. However, it does include a number of assays which may be needed for clinical research or specialist investigations. Each laboratory must decide whether their likely use of these specialist assays justifies the high cost of this book. James Goding's book on monoclonal antibodies is an excellent text in every respect. He has dealt most effectively with the practical aspects of producing and characterising these antibodies, but also has admirably integrated the suitable theoretical aspects of antibody biochemistry and immunology.
The whole of the book is very well and clearly presented, easy to read and certainly includes comprehensive lists of reference material. Chapter 2, on the Theory of Monoclonal Antibodies, and Chapter 3, on the Production of Monoclonal Antibodies, are especially good and are invaluable to those individuals involved in this research area.
In addition, considering that the book is almost 300 pages long, and the very good standard of the work, this text is extremely reasonably priced.
This text can only be described as excellent and I can recommend it very highly to all those who work in this area or related areas of research across the biological sciences.
